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The Banjo (1854) 
Louis Moreau Gottschalk (1829-1869)

arranged by Paul Ely Smith
for 5-string banjo tuned gCGcd

note: I perform this tuned eAEab

©2019  Paul Ely Smith
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NOTE: I play this sextuplet ornament in up-picking technique, like a 
forward-backward bluegrass roll. The minstrel downstroke banjo players did this 
sort of phrase in downstroke style, but I think it's very clumsy at this speed. 
However, the second time here, I have written it in downstroke style, so you can try it.
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NOTE: Now I play this four-measure passage this way, with an up-picking roll. On the CD, I did a slightly 
easier version of the first triplet, all on open strings (IV-II-I, C-G-d).  Originally I played this entirely with 
downstroke technique, which was somewhat more awkward.  I play all four appearances of this phrase the same 
way each time, but I will write it out the second time here in the downstroke style, so you can decide which you prefer.  
The last two notes, the high C and D, are always downstrokes, though.

0
5

0

0

0
2

0
4

I

0

0

3

T I M T I T H T M

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

2
0

0

0

0
4

0

0

0

3

T I M T M T I T M

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

0
4

0

0

10
0

0

10
0

3

T I M T M I T M I

œ œ œ œ œ œ

0

10
0

0

10 12

T M I T I I

œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

œ3

0 0 0
0

0
2 4 0

0

3

I PL I T I I H I T- -

V60 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ3

60

2 2 2
0

4 5
0

4 5

3

I PL I T I H I T H

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

2 2 2

0

10

0

0
0

0

3

I PL I T I T PL I T

œ œ œ œ
œ œ

0
0

0
0

10 12

I PL I T I I

œ œ œ œ œ œœ

10

0

0
0

5

7
0

I T I T I I

¿ œ> ¿ œ ¿ œ> ¿ œ

¿ 10

>
¿

0

¿ 12

>
¿

0

(I) T (I) T (I) T (I) T

¿ œ> ¿ œ œ œ œ œ

¿ 14

>
¿

0

7

5

7

0

(I) T (I) T I T I T

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

5

4

5

0

3

2

3

0

I T I T I T I T- - -

up-picking

The "X"s mark where I actually come down with my right hand, but
I don't hit a string.  It makes the rhythm better, so I can really pop the
high notes...

PL = pluck with the left hand.  I
use my middle finger.
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I lightly hit the G starting each set of four 1/16 notes, but
I pop the thumb up to those high note on the first string.

Yes, this is the first historic
appearance of the Lester 
Flatt bluegrass "G-lick."
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